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                Rebecca Hartkopf Scholss’ investigation of the end of slavery in the French Caribbean island of Martinique is a welcome addition to the growing scholarship on the history of the Francophone Black Atlantic world. Schloss’ book builds on existing works by exploring the complex dynamics that existed amidst and between the various racial and economic groups in Martinique, as well as between the metropole and colony. The author’s writing style makes a long, complicated colonial history with a complex cast of characters both engaging and accessible. She uses a wide variety of sources—ranging from court proceedings to diaries to demographic statistics—to reconstruct how Martinique, and the French empire more broadly, defined and redefined racial categories and their meanings. Although she uses class and racial categories to describe the social framework, Schloss is careful to reinforce that the categories she describes—such elite Creoles, poor whites, free mixed-race persons, enslaved Africans, and so on—were fluid designations and not united, cohesive groups. The author undertakes the difficult and important task of synthesising French, Caribbean, and colonial histories, while simultaneously illustrating her broad themes with microhistories. Undoubtedly due to the availability of sources, many of these illustrations focus more on the experiences of elites than other groups. Among her admirable array of sources, perhaps the most unique revealed how charitable organisations were manipulated to maintain white dominance on the island. Although the book is not explicitly a gender history, the author should be commended for her equal and seamless treatment of male and female actors. What makes her work particularly compelling is her vivid illustration of the lived experiences of people in a deeply embedded system of race-based slavery during the last fifty years as the system unravelled.
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